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CLICK HERE to make a School Visit Request 

Joslyn Art Museum 
Docent-Guided Tour Topics for Schools 

 
Important note about group size: Joslyn will do its best to accommodate groups of any size. Some tour topics, however, 
have a strict student maximum based on the size of galleries used to achieve the tour goals. Final group size decisions are 
made at the discretion of Joslyn staff who are mindful of overall Museum scheduling, safety of the art, and the desire to 
provide a high-quality student experience. School groups choosing an art-making option* to complement a tour are limited 
to 50 students as the studio only accommodates 25 students at one time. 
 
 
 

All Grade Levels 
 

Highlights of the Permanent Collection  Kindergarten to Grade 12 
 

Become acquainted with major artworks in Joslyn’s collection.  Learn about the 
images, the times in which they were made, and the artists who created them. 

 

Grant Wood (American, 1891-1942), Stone City, Iowa, 1930,  
oil on wood panel, 30 1/4 x 40 in., Gift of the Art Institute of Omaha, 1930.35 

 
Temporary Exhibitions*  Kindergarten to Grade 12; 50 students maximum if participating in related art-making  
 

Enjoy the richness, depth, and variety of Joslyn’s special exhibitions.  See Joslyn’s Temporary Exhibitions online for up-to-
date information and descriptions.  

 
 

Lower Elementary 
 

Animal Hide & Seek*  Kindergarten to Grade 1; 50 students maximum if 

participating in related art-making 
 

Encounter wild beasts, small insects, animal helpers, and household pets in paintings 
and sculptures.  Learn basic concepts such as texture, pattern, and movement.  Look 
for colors, shapes, and lines used by artists to capture amazing animals! 

 

                      Artist Unknown (American, 19th century), The Greenhow Children, ca. 1818,  
                                 oil on canvas, 60 1/2 x 73 3/4 in., Gift of Miss Emily Keller, 1942.112 

 

 
Parts of Art*  Grades 1 to 3; 50 students maximum if participating in related art-making 
 

Discover the visual language of art:  color, line, shape, texture, and light.  Engage in simple gallery activities 
designed to explore how artists use these basic elements to convey information and ideas. 

 

The Omaha Painter (attributed, to) (Greek, 6th century BC), Attic Black-Figure Ovoid Neck-Amphora,  
ca. 570 BC, clay, 15 in. high, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Woods, Jr, 1963.480 

 

 
Journey to Joslyn* Grades 2 to 4; 60 students maximum; 50 students maximum if 

participating in related art-making 
 

Learn about what museums do to collect, care for, display, and interpret art.  Explore various 
subjects, styles, and materials, and become acquainted with some of Joslyn’s most beloved 
treasures. 

 

Titian (Tiziano Vecelli) (Italian, Venetian, 1488/90-1576), Giorgio Cornaro with a Falcon, 1537,  
oil on canvas, 42 3/4 x 38 in., Museum purchase, Joslyn Endowment Fund, 1942.3 

 

http://www.joslyn.org/education/teachers/school-visits/inquiry.aspx
http://www.joslyn.org/collections-and-exhibitions/temporary-exhibitions/
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Subjects & Styles*  Grades 2 to 4; 50 students maximum if participating in related art-making 
 

Discover the visual world that inspires artists to create works of art.  Learn about landscapes, portraits, still 
lifes, stories, and abstract designs.  Explore various styles of art including Academic, Realism, 
Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, and more. 

 

William Adolphe Bouguereau (French, 1825-1905), The Knitting Girl (Tricoteuse), 1869,  
oil on canvas, 57 x 39 in., Bequest of Jessie Barton Christiancy, 1931.106 
 

 
 

Upper Elementary 
 

Art that Tells Stories  Grades 4 & up; 60 students maximum 
 

Explore art from several cultures in relation to types of storytelling:  myth and legend, 
biography, documentation, instruction, beliefs, and mystery.  Develop stories using elements of 
setting, character, and events. 

 

Artist Unknown (Bolivian, late 18th century), The Virgin of the Rosary, late 18th century,  
oil on canvas, 65 5/8 x 61 1/4 in., Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Lowell, 1965.665 

 
 
City Life, USA  Grades 5 & up; 45 students maximum 
 

Trace the growth of towns in the United States over the past two hundred years.  
Look at artworks that portray dwellings from Southwest pueblos and Midwestern 
villages to urban high-rise buildings.  Discuss the basic elements necessary for 
towns and cities to develop. 
 

John Sloan (American, 1871–1951), Sunset, West Twenty-third Street. 1906,  
oil on canvas, 24 3/8 x 36 1/4 in, 25 Anniversary Purchase, 1957.15  

 
 
 
How Did They Do That?  Grades 4 & up; 45 students maximum 
 

Discover how artworks are made by looking at frescoes, plaster cast sculptures, ceramics, and more.  
Examine artists’ use of tools, linear perspective, the “magic gaze” and other special effects. 

 

Master of Barluenga (Spanish, 13th century), St. John on Patmos, ca. 1285,  
fresco transferred to canvas, 53 x 43 in., Museum purchase, 1959.519 

 
 

Native American & Western Art*  Grades 4 to 6; 60 students maximum; 50 students 

maximum if participating in related art-making  
 

Explore paintings, drawings, prints, and objects made by Native American and Western artists.  
Make connections to the Lewis & Clark Expedition and the State of Nebraska.	  Compare past 
and present artworks, and discover how Native American artists continually adapt to changing 
natural and social conditions, new technologies, and unfolding events. Joslyn’s Discovery Cart, 
featuring authentic materials and objects used by American Indians for making art and a real 
buffalo hide, bring the experience to life!   

 

Artist Unknown (American, Omaha, 19th century), Jacket, ca 1850, hide, beads, silk, and bone, 29 x 18 1/2 in., Gift of 
Wilmuth V. Carpenter in memory of James Franklin Carpenter, 1985.3 

 

http://www.joslyn.org/education/teachers/school-visits/inquiry.aspx
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Middle & High School 
 

Leadership:  Making a Difference  Grades 6 & up; 45 students maximum 
 

Visit portraits of people from diverse times and cultures that represent different types of leadership.  
Discuss leadership roles and qualities and positive and negative models. 

 

Sir Thomas Lawrence (British, 1769-1830), Portrait of Sir Samuel Shepherd (1760-1840), 1796,  
oil on canvas, 50 1/2 x 40 1/2 in., Gift, through purchase, of Helen and Ted Kolderie, 2005.28 

 
 

Literature in Art  Grades 10 to 12; 45 students maximum 
 

Engage students in viewing and discussing artworks that are paralleled in literature.  Explore a 
range of themes found in literary works from various European cultures, from Aesop’s Fables to 
Shakespeare and Browning.  Note:  To the best of our ability, tours can be tailored to teachers’ 
literary curriculum.  

 

Jean Vignaud (French, 1775-18), Abelard and Heloise Surprised by the Abbot Fulbert, 1819,  
oil on canvas, 47 1/2 x 39 3/4 in., Museum purchase, Collectors’ Choice, 1985.6 

 

 

Multiple Connections:  Math + Art  Grades 6 & up; 60 students maximum 
 

Visualize basic concepts of algebra and geometry through this study of artworks in Joslyn’s 
collection.  See how a mobile by Alexander Calder applies algebraic equations.  Exercise 
measurement and calculation skills by studying Dale Chilhuly’s glass sculpture and more. 

 

Alexander Calder (American, 1898-1976), Numbered One to Seven, 1950,  
painted sheet metal and wire, 82 x 62 in., Gift of the Joslyn Women’s Association, 1978.265 

 
 

Rules & Rebels in 19th-Century French Art  Grades 7 & up; 45 students 

maximum 
 

Learn the criteria by which artworks were accepted into the 19th-century French Salon.  
Jury Joslyn’s collection of French paintings – decide which would have been accepted 
and why.  

 

Jean Georges Vibert (French, 1840-1902), The King of Rome, 1900,  
oil on canvas on panel, 32 1/2 x 42 in., Gift of Francis T.B. Martin, 1990.7 

 
 
 

*Optional Art-Making Activity Available Upon Request:  
 
Art-making is available Tuesday–Thursday mornings during the academic year.  
 
Fee:  $50 (up to 25 students) 
 $100 (26 to 50 students) 
 
See Joslyn’s Art-Making with Tours flier online for art-making options and descriptions. 
 
 
All images: Joslyn Art Museum collection and are artworks that may be part of the tour described. 

http://www.joslyn.org/education/teachers/school-visits/inquiry.aspx
http://www.joslyn.org/Post/sections/184/Files/Art-Making%20with%20Tours%20at%20Joslyn.pdf

